GUM.                                                     677

7. Nitric acid dissolves it with the evolution of ni-     chalM^
trous gas.    The solution has a yellow colour and a bit-
ter taste, like that of animal substances in the same
acid.    Lime disengages from it a considerable quantity
of ammonia.

Such are the properties of this substance ascertained
by Vauquelin and Robiquet. They distinguish it suf-
ficiently from all other vegetable substances known.

SECT. V.

OF  GUM.

JL HERE is a thick transparent tasteless fluid which
sometimes exudes from certain species of trees. It is
very adhesive, and gradually hardens without losing its
transparency ; but easily softens again when moistened
with water. This exudation is known by the name of
gum. The gum most commonly used is that which
exudes from different species of the mimosa, particularly
the nilotica *. It is known by the name of gum arable*
Gum likewise exudes abundantly from iheprunus avi-
um, or common wild cherry tree of this country.

Gum is usually obtained in small pieces like tears,  Properties,
moderately hard, and somewhat brittle while cold, so
that it can be reduced by pounding to a fine powder.
When pure it is colourless, but it has commonly a yel-
lowish tinge, and it is not destitute of lustre.   It has no

* Schousbae, fill. Mag. v.